CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Wicked Camper EHJ635 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1600220.000 

Medium: 

Vehicle 

Maker: 

The Wicked Cult Limited 

Country of origin: 

New Zealand 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Commissioner of Police 

Classification: 

Unrestricted. 


Descriptive note: 

Display conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 


None 

None 

16 May 2016 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 


Date of notice of decision: 16 May 2016 
Summary of reasons for decision: 

Wicked Camper EHJ635’ is a campervan offered for hire by a business known as Wicked 
Campers. These campervans are predominantly hired by overseas tourists who travel around 
New Zealand on a limited budget, and are commonly seen throughout New Zealand on roads 
and at backpacker destinations. This campervan and several others were submitted for 
classification on behalf of the Commissioner of Police under sl3(l)(ab) of the Films, Videos, and 
Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). The Classification Office received photographs 
of the images and text that appear on the front, the back and on both sides of the campervan in 
order to be able to examine it for classification. 


The left side of the campervan shows a Smurf holding a cigarette. It is likely that it is intended to 
be viewed as a marijuana joint. The image is not particularly humorous. The cigarette is a very 
large and quite odd object, and the Smurf is holding it in a manner that does not immediately 
suggest that he is smoking it. Nor is there a strong connection between the text on the 
campervan and any perception of drug use. The words on the sides of the campervan are hard to 
read and children and young teenagers are likely to stmggle to give meaning to any of the text on 
the campervan. A phrase such as “To smurf or not to smurf, that is the question”, which appears 




on the back of the campervan, will hold little meaning for most people. Young viewers are likely 
to be attracted to the Smurf figures but they are unlikely to find the overall visual effect of this 
campervan appealing. The crude artwork and messy appearance of the campervan are as likely to 
repel the gaze as attract it. There is nothing particularly funny or “cool” about what is represented 
on the campervan. 

In the framework set by the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, classification decisions must 
be reasonable and demonstrably justifiable. In this instance, the material considered does not 
meet the criteria of s3(3)(d) of promoting or encouraging criminal acts. While the Classification 
Office is concerned about any potential use of favourite children’s characters to promote or 
encourage criminal acts, in this case the link to dmg use is tenuous. Only one image plausibly 
raises the question of promotion or encouragement for the use of an illegal drug. It does not do 
so in a manner likely to make enough of an impression on young viewers to justify restricting the 
campervan from them, an outcome that would in effect be banning its use as a campervan. 

Unlike the text and images on the previously classified ‘Wicked Camper JLT886’, ‘Wicked 
Camper GCT799’ and ‘Wicked Camper JKC408’, where there was a clearly promotional aspect, 
there are no strongly credible references to cannabis or to any other illegal drug on ‘Wicked 
Camper EHJ635’. To impose a ban or restriction on this campervan would be neither reasonable 
nor justified. 



